CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
October 4, 2021

The City Council of the City of The Village, Oklahoma, met in Regular Session on Monday,
October 4, 2021, at 7:30 p.m., at The Village City Hall located at 2304 Manchester Drive, The
Village, OK 73120.
COUNCIL PRESENT

STAFF PRESENT

Sonny Wilkinson, Mayor
Adam Graham, Vice-Mayor
Cathy Cummings, Council Member
Wynter Griffis, Council Member
Bubba Symes, Council Member

Bruce K. Stone, City Manager
Beverly K. Whitener, City Treasurer
Jeff Sabin, Assistant City Attorney

ITEM I:

CALL TO ORDER.
Mayor Wilkinson called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

ITEM II:

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

Mayor Wilkinson gave the invocation and led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.
ITEM III:

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON SEPTEMBER 20, 2021.

The Mayor asked if there were any corrections, additions or deletions to the Minutes of
the Regular Meeting held on September 20, 2021. There were none. Vice-Mayor Graham moved
for the approval of the Minutes of the meeting on September 20, 2021, as written. Council
Member Cummings seconded the motion. The vote: Yea – Griffis, Cummings, Symes, Graham,
and Wilkinson. Nay – none.
ITEM IV:

CITIZENS DESIRING TO BE HEARD, PRESENTATIONS & PROCLAMATIONS.

The Mayor stated this is the time for citizens to address the Council on any issue that is
not on the posted Agenda.
Jim Bonfiglio, Business Manager for Casady School, appeared before the Council. Mr.
Bonfiglio told the Council that the school would host a Vaccination Clinic on November 13th in
the north gym, which is easy for the public to access. Mr. Bonfiglio informed the Council that
Casady School’s Homecoming Rally would be on October 21st and that there would be a ten (10)
minute firework display starting between 7:45 to 8:00 p.m. Mr. Bonfiglio further advised that
the school’s fence project is complete and that the school has worked with the residents to
address concerns. After a brief discussion, it was decided that a robocall to advise residents of
the firework display would be beneficial.
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Jane Lowther appeared before the Council and mentioned several City employees whose
lengthy service should be recognized such as Russ Landon (30 years), Chris Mhoon (22 years),
and Larry Walton (55 years).
Ms. Lowther stated that more volunteers are needed for the Fall Festival and asked
whether a drive-through Trick or Treat would be held at City Hall like the one held last year.
Council Member Cummings said that we should think about it.
ITEM V:

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION 10-04-2021 (A) CONCERNING CORONAVIRUS
LOCAL FISCAL RECOVERY FUNDS FOR NON-ENTITLEMENT UNITS OF
GOVERNMENT (ARPA FUNDS), AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE FUNDS,
THE APPROPRIATE BUDGET AMENDMENTS, AND THE EXECUTION OF ALL
NECESSARY AGREEMENTS AND RELATED DOCUMENTS.

City Manager Bruce Stone advised that the actions authorized by proposed Resolution 1004-2021 (A) are deemed necessary for the City to obtain its share of ARPA funds and to comply
with funding guidelines established by law. Mr. Stone advised that the amount expected to be
received by The Village in FY 2021-22 is approximately $800,000 with an additional $800,000 to
be received in FY 2022-23. Mr. Stone further advised that the City has not yet received the
hyperlink to the State’s ARPA Funding Portal, but he expects the link to be provided sometime in
October.
After a brief discussion, Council Member Cummings moved to approve Resolution 10-042021 (A) authorizing the acceptance of ARPA funds, approving necessary budget amendments,
and authorizing the execution of necessary agreements and documents. Council Member Griffis
seconded the motion. The vote: Yea – Griffis, Cummings, Symes, Graham, and Wilkinson. Nay –
none.
ITEM VI:

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION 10-04-2021 (B) OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF THE VILLAGE ADOPTING A PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT PLAN IN THE TAX
INCREMENT DISTRICT # 1 PROJECT AREA; AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING STAFF
TO PROCEED WITH PROJECT FINANCING ALTERNATIVES AND OBTAINING
PROPOSALS FOR THE PREPARATION OF BIDDING DOCUMENTS, CONSTRUCTION
PLANS AND CONSTRUCTION OBSERVATION, INSPECTION, AND MANAGEMENT
SERVICES.

Jessica Lerner with LAUD Studio appeared before the Council and reviewed the final draft
of the Public Improvement Plan for Tax Increment District #1. Ms. Lerner showed the Council
updated renderings for all components of the plan including, the Dog Park, Civic Plaza, Village
Trail (Hawthorn and Village Drive), The Village Green and Senior Fitness, and revisions to Vineyard
Boulevard.
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Ms. Lerner explained that the Village Trail, as shown on the final draft, keeps the existing
pedestrian pathway and adds a new 10’ pathway adjacent to the drainage channel. Ms. Lerner
showed renderings illustrating how trees and landscaping would separate the two pathways.
Ms. Lerner also showed the Council renderings for two options (to be determined later)
for the Village Trail along Village Drive. Ms. Lerner told the Council that one option provides for
one-way traffic on Village Drive on both the east and west sides of the channel and that the other
option leaves traffic two-way on both sides of Village Drive but adds a five (5’) sidewalk along the
east side of Village Drive from Finley Drive to Britton Road.
Ms. Lerner showed the Council the plans for the area around The Village Library and
advised that access to the library from Vineyard Boulevard would be maintained but made safer.
Revisions to The Village Green include making the area more accessible to the public and adding
a cover over an improved amphitheater. Ms. Lerner also noted that Masonic Park would be
transformed into an adult fitness center.
Ms. Lerner further explained the proposed changes to Vineyard Boulevard, which would
be reduced from four (4) lanes to three (3) lanes starting at Pennsylvania Avenue and ending at
Manchester Drive. Ms. Lerner advised that Vineyard Boulevard would remain as is north of
Manchester Drive. Ms. Lerner also showed the Council the proposed revisions to the intersection
of Vineyard Boulevard and Pennsylvania Avenue. The proposal would eliminate the offset
signalization system at Manchester Drive and would simplify the traffic control system for the
entire reconfigured intersection.
Finally, Ms. Lerner showed the Council pictures of proposed signage, lighting, benches,
trash receptables and other fixtures that would be included as part of the development.
Mayor Wilkinson thanked Brent Wall and Jessica Lerner (LAUD Studio) for their
tremendous work. Mayor Wilkinson stated that LAUD Studio listened to the feedback and did a
great job taking it into consideration in the final draft of the plan.
Council Member Symes commended LAUD Studio for a great job on the plan. Council
Member Symes stated that, as the Council goes forward, the plan can continue to evolve.
Council Member Griffis stated that the plan is easy to understand, and that LAUD Studio
did a great job.
Council Member Cummings stated that the plan is amazing and takes into consideration
the opinions of residents and stakeholders.
After a brief discussion, Council Member Griffis moved to approve Resolution 10-04-2021
(B) adopting a public improvement plan for the Tax Increment District #1 Project Area,
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authorizing, and directing staff to proceed with project financing alternatives, and to obtain
proposals for the preparation of bidding documents and related construction management
services. Vice-Mayor Graham seconded the motion. The vote: Yea – Griffis, Cummings, Symes,
Graham, and Wilkinson. Nay – none.
ITEM VII:

PUBLIC HEARING TO PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON A
PROPOSED SPECIFIC USE PERMIT TO OPERATE A FUNERAL HOME AT 9654
NORTH MAY AVENUE.

Mayor Wilkinson stated that this is a Public Hearing to provide an opportunity for public
comment on a proposed Specific Use Permit to operate a funeral home at 9654 North May
Avenue in the Collonade Shopping Center.
City Manager Bruce Stone advised the one (1) written protest to the proposed permit was
submitted by John Fowler, whose protest only stated, “I vote no”. Mr. Stone told the Council
that he talked to Mr. Fowler on the phone regarding the proposed permit and provided
information about the proposal that seemed to make the proposal less objectionable to him. Mr.
Stone advised that the applicant does not plan to conduct embalming or cremations at this
location. Mr. Stone told the Council that offices for funeral planning and small memorial services
and receptions would be the primary use of the leased space.
The applicant, Marcus Crawford, appeared before the Council and advised that the
propose funeral home would be in the space previously occupied by Moxie Ride, which is in the
very south end of the Collonade Shopping Center. Mr. Crawford told the Council that the total
space is 2,900 square feet and 1,500 square feet would be configured for memorial services.
The city manager asked if there would be casket sales at this location. Mr. Crawford
advised that several caskets would be on display and that keepsakes would be sold on site. ViceMayor Graham asked if the sales would generate local sales tax. Mr. Chapman advised that the
point of sale of anything sold at this location would be The Village and, therefore, would be
subject to local sales tax.
There were no citizens present to protest the application or to comment on the proposed
permit and the Mayor closed the public hearing.
ITEM VIII:

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION 10-04-2021 (C) PERTAINING TO A SPECIFIC
USE PERMIT TO OPERATE A FUNERAL HOME AT 9654 NORTH MAY AVENUE.

City Manager Bruce Stone advised the Council that the Planning & Zoning Commission
recommends that the Council approve the Specific Use Permit to operate a funeral home at 9654
North May provided that embalming services or a crematorium not be allowed.
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After a brief discussion, Council Member Cummings moved to approve Resolution 10-042021 (C) approving a Specific Use Permit to operate a funeral home at 9654 North May, in
accordance with the recommendations of the Planning & Zoning Commission. Vice-Mayor
Graham seconded the motion. The vote: Yea – Griffis, Cummings, Symes, Graham, and Wilkinson.
Nay – none.
ITEM IX:

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION 10-04-2021 (D) PERTAINING TO
AUTHORIZATION TO ISSUE A BUILDING PERMIT FOR HEFNER OFFICES, 3008
WEST HEFNER ROAD.

City Manager Bruce Stone told the Council that the Hefner Offices PUD was approved in
2018 and has gone through two revisions over the past three years, including expanding the
boundaries of the PUD and changes to some of the zoning requirements. Mr. Stone advised that
the developer is applying for a permit to build one (1) of the four (4) buildings planned for the
development. Mr. Stone showed the Council the location map of the development indicating
that the first building (3008 West Hefner) is to be built on the northeast corner of the property.
Mr. Stone reviewed the site plan, landscaping plan and drainage plan for the
development.
The city manager advised that the drainage plan has been reviewed and approved by the
city engineer and that the plan provides for a detention facility on the southwest corner of the
property. Mr. Stone further noted that concrete flumes are provided along the west and east
boundaries of the property to channel water to the detention facility.
Council Member Cummings asked if this development would help the overall drainage
problem in this area (Quail Circle). Mr. Stone advised that the drainage profile would be returned
to its original undeveloped state, which should make the overall drainage better than it is now.
Mr. Stone advised that the issue of fencing is not clear and is unsure whether new fences
would need to be installed to meet the requirements of the PUD. Assistant City Attorney Jeff
Sabin advised that the PUD requires a 6’ sight-proof fence on the south and west sides of the
development but does not require double fencing, i.e., existing fences satisfy the fencing
requirement as long as they are in suitable condition.
The city manager briefly reviewed the landscaping plan and advised the Council that the
plan only needs minor modification to meet the provisions of Chapter 26 of The Village City Code,
including providing an authorized specie of tree (Vitex) on the Hefner right-of-way and providing
trees on the ends of each row of parking.
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Mr. Stone advised that the Planning & Zoning Commission reviewed the plans and
recommends that the City Council authorize the issuance of a building permit for 3008 West
Hefner.
After a brief discussion, Council Member Symes moved to approve Resolution 10-04-2021
(D) authorizing the issuance of a building permit for a new commercial office building at 3008
West Hefner. Council Member Cummings seconded the motion. The vote: Yea – Griffis,
Cummings, Symes, Graham, and Wilkinson. Nay – none.
ITEM X:

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION 10-04-2021 (E) ADOPTING AN ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT POLICY.

Assistant City Attorney reviewed the proposed Economic Development Policy and
described the various types of incentives that the City would be able to offer pursuant to the
policy. Mr. Sabin told the Council that the policy includes provisions for sales tax incentives, onetime grants for small businesses, and Tax Increment Financing. Mr. Sabin stated that another
method of providing assistance would be helping new businesses with needed public
infrastructure improvements.
Council Member Symes expressed concern that the policy might be open-ended and that
it would not be practical or affordable to offer assistance to every business that requests it. Mr.
Sabin advised that the policy does not commit the Council to funding any project and that each
request would be considered on a case-by-basis. Mr. Sabin further stated that funding would be
subject to limitations established by the Council.
Mayor Wilkinson stated that the adoption of the policy is a step forward and that it would
be instrumental in promoting development in The Village and increasing the City’s tax base.
After a brief discussion, Vice-Mayor Graham moved to approve Resolution 10-04-2021 (E)
adopting an Economic Development Policy. Council Member Symes seconded the motion. The
vote: Yea – Griffis, Cummings, Symes, Graham, and Wilkinson. Nay – none.
ITEM XI:

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION 10-04-2021 (F) MAKING APPOINTMENTS TO
THE TRAFFIC & SAFETY COMMISSION AND THE PLANNING & ZONING
COMMISSION.

City Manager Bruce Stone reported that all three Traffic & Safety Commissioners whose
terms have expired indicate that they would serve another term, if appointed. Mr. Stone also
advised that Nancy Parrott has indicated a desire to fill the unexpired term on the Planning &
Zoning Commission.
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After a brief discussion, Vice-Mayor Graham moved to approve Resolution 10-04-2021 (F)
appointing Gary Patton, Michelle Dolan, and Reed Greenhill to another three-year term on the
Traffic & Safety Commission and appointing Nancy Parrott to serve an unexpired term on the
Planning & Zoning Commission. Council Member Symes seconded the motion. The vote: Yea –
Griffis, Cummings, Symes, Graham, and Wilkinson. Nay – none.
ITEM XII:

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION 10-04-2021 (G) DECLARING PROPERTY
SURPLUS AND OBSOLETE AND AUTHORING THE SALE OF SAME TO THE HIGHEST
BIDDER AT PUBLIC AUCTION, BY SEALED BID OR BY ELECTRONIC MEANS.

City Manager Bruce Stone advised the Council that the Police and Fire Departments have
requested permission to sell two vehicles that are no longer needed by the City. Mr. Stone told
the Council that the two vehicles are a 2008 Ford Expedition and a 1995 Chevrolet Caprice. Mr.
Stone told the Council that, with the addition of these two vehicles, there will be a total of four
(4) surplus vehicles that would be ready for sale.
After a brief discussion, Mayor Wilkinson moved to approve Resolution 10-04-2021 (G)
declaring two vehicles surplus and obsolete and authorizing their sale. Council Member
Cummings seconded the motion. The vote: Yea – Griffis, Cummings, Symes, Graham, and
Wilkinson. Nay – none.
ITEM XIII:

CONSIDERATION OF POSSIBLE BOND PROJECTS; DISCUSSION OF POSSIBLE
AUTHORIZATION TO INCUR ADDITIONAL GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND
INDEBTEDNESS; AND DISCUSSION OF ADVICE PROVIDED BY MUNICIPAL
FINANCE SERVICES OF OKLAHOMA.

Ben Oglesby with Municipal Finance Services of Oklahoma gave the Council a presentation
comparing ad valorem tax rates for cities in Oklahoma County.
Mr. Oglesby told the Council that the bond market is currently favorable for bond issuers.
Mr. Oglesby stated that much needs to be done in order prepare a bond issue for
consideration by the voters, including finalizing the list of bond projects and preparing an
accurate estimate of costs. Mr. Oglesby stated that a $13.2 million bond issue is “doable” and
could be done keeping ad valorem tax rates for The Village comparable to other cities in the
County. Mr. Oglesby told the Council that a resolution calling for a bond election would have to
be adopted by the Council no later than December 9, 2021, to get the proposition on the February
8, 2022, ballot.
The Council thanked Mr. Oglesby for coming to the meeting and providing this useful
information and guidance.
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No action was taken.
ITEM XIV:

REPORTS, CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.

a)

Review of Expenditures. The Council reviewed the Expenditure Report. Mr. Stone
explained several items on the expenditure list and answered questions from the
Council.

b)

Manager’s Report.
City Manager Bruce Stone reported that the block-by-block census counts needed
for reapportionment will not be released by the Census Bureau until December.
Mr. Stone gave the Council a brief report on the status of Sidewalk Projects 2 and
3.
The city manager reported that In order to comply with ADA and the Uniform
Manual on Traffic Control Devices for the Britton Road, Waverly to Penn Sidewalk
Project, two storm drain inlets at Nichols Road and Britton will have to be removed
and two new inlets will need to be installed on the south end of the intersection to
replace the ones removed.
Mr. Stone reported that Love’s has been working on the drainage channel running
through their corporate campus and told the Council that the work should increase
the capacity of the channel.
The city manager reviewed field reports and the punch list for park improvements
in Harrison Park.
Mr. Stone reported that a lightning strike in August caused major damage to the
Police Department radio system and that the cost of repair and/or replacement
could be as high as $80,000. Mr. Stone advised that the equipment is covered by
the City’s insurance policy with a deductible of $2,500.

c)

Reports from the Council.
Council Member Symes commended the Planning & Zoning Commission for the
work that they do and stated that he is proud of the commissioners and their
professionalism.
Council Member Griffis told the Council that Love’s has installed a dog park and
has posted regulations for use of the park on a sign at the park entrance.
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Vice-Mayor Graham told the Council that Sam Bowman, former OKC Council
Member, passed away today.
Council Member Cummings stated that at a recent ACOG meeting, problems with
EMSA were discussed by representatives of several cities. Mr. Stone advised that
EMSA officials are working on several things to address the problems and that he
would ask the fire chief to report on the status of service and what is being done.
Council Member Cummings asked if snow routes for The Village needed to be
updated. Mr. Stone stated that the City has a snowplow and is responsible for
keeping May, Britton, Penn, and Hefner (our side) open during snowstorms.
Council Member Cummings told the Council that she attended a recent meeting of
the County Commissioners and that she asked the Commission to allocate $3.6
million of the County’s ARPA funds to help The Village with needed drainage and
sewer improvements.
Council Member Cummings asked if the swing at Meeker Park could be lowered
and whether a baby swing could be added.
Council Member Cummings stated that the resident who asked for an “Autistic
Child Playing” sign was appreciative of the sign that was put up but was
disappointed that the sign only says, “Children Playing”.
Council Member Cummings thanked the Parks Department for putting soccer goals
in Wayne Schooley Park.
Mayor Wilkinson reported on the Marathon Cheer Section sponsored by a Chance
to Change. The mayor stated that there was a good turnout and that, in the future,
it would be nice to have a balloon arch to designate the halfway point, which is in
The Village.
Mayor Wilkinson expressed his excitement over the TIF Project Plan and thanked
Council Member Symes for being part of the process that created the TIF district in
2006. The Mayor said that this project would transformative.
ITEM XV:

NEW BUSINESS.

There was no new business to come before the Council.
ITEM XVI:

ADJOURNMENT
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There was no further business to come before the Council and the Mayor adjourned the
meeting 10:10 p.m.
______________________
Mayor Wilkinson

______________________
Vice-Mayor Graham

______________________
Council Member Cummings

______________________
Council Member Symes

____________________
City Clerk

______________________
Council Member Griffis
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