CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
September 20, 2021

The City Council of the City of The Village, Oklahoma, met in Regular Session on Monday,
September 20, 2021, at 7:30 p.m., at The Village City Hall located at 2304 Manchester Drive, The
Village, OK 73120.
COUNCIL PRESENT

STAFF PRESENT

Sonny Wilkinson, Mayor
Adam Graham, Vice-Mayor
Cathy Cummings, Council Member
Wynter Griffis, Council Member
Bubba Symes, Council Member

Bruce K. Stone, City Manager
Beverly K. Whitener, City Treasurer
Jeff Sabin, Assistant City Attorney

ITEM I:

CALL TO ORDER.
Mayor Wilkinson called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

ITEM II:

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

Mayor Wilkinson gave the invocation and led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.
ITEM III:

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON SEPTEMBER 7, 2021.

The Mayor asked if there were any corrections, additions or deletions to the Minutes of
the Regular Meeting held on September 7, 2021. There were none. Council Member Cummings
moved for the approval of the Minutes of the meetings on September 7, 2021, as written. Council
Member Griffis seconded the motion. The vote: Yea – Griffis, Cummings, Symes, Graham, and
Wilkinson. Nay – none.
ITEM IV:

CITIZENS DESIRING TO BE HEARD, PRESENTATIONS & PROCLAMATIONS.

The Mayor stated this is the time for citizens to address the Council on any issue that is
not on the posted Agenda.
Jason Wiggins, The Village Library Manager, gave the Council an update on programs and
activities at The Village Library.
Donna Rice Johnson, 10852 Sunnymeade Road, appeared before the Council. Ms.
Johnson read aloud a portion of Article 2 (Bill of Rights) of the Oklahoma Constitution.
Mayor Wilkinson issued two proclamations, one to commend the Tree Canopy
Assessment and one to proclaim the week of September 17 through September 23 as
Constitution and Citizenship Week.
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ITEM V:

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION 09-20-2021 (A) AWARDING A BID AND
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE CONTRACT DOCUMENTS FOR A
TENSION FABRIC STORAGE BUILDING.

City Manager Bruce Stone advised the Council that two bids were received for the tension
fabric storage building. Mr. Stone told the Council that the low bid was submitted by A & B
Construction, Ltd., for a total price, including the Add Alternate of $51,876. Mr. Stone suggested
alternatives to reduce the cost of the project, including awarding the Add Alternate to TriCore,
Inc., for a savings of $3,700 or using city workers to pour the slab. The majority opinion of the
Council was to keep the work all under one contract.
After a brief discussion, Vice-Mayor Graham moved to approve Resolution 09-20-2021
(A) awarding the Base Bid and Add Alternate bid for a tension fabric storage building to A & B
Construction. Council Member Symes seconded the motion. The vote: Yea – Griffis, Symes,
Graham, and Wilkinson. Nay – Cummings.
ITEM VI:

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION 09-20-2021 (B) MAKING APPOINTMENTS TO
THE TRAFFIC & SAFETY COMMISSION AND THE PLANNING & ZONING
COMMISSION.

The Council briefly discussed possible candidates for appointment to fill expired and
unexpired terms on the Traffic & Safety Commission and the Planning & Zoning Commission.
The Mayor tabled action on this item pending additional information.
ITEM VII:

CONSIDERATION OF CITY COUNCIL DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED REVISED TAX
INCREMENT DISTRICT #1 DEVELOPMENT PLAN.

Richard Howell, 10256 Kingston Way, addressed the Council concerning the revised TIF
Project Plan. Mr. Howell stated that he is representing his own personal views and not those of
the HOA. Mr. Howell gave the Council a handout with information pertaining to residents who
live on the east and west sides of the drainage channel. Mr. Howell stated that most of the
residents who oppose the plan live on the east side of the channel and that it is his opinion that
a majority of the residents are not against the plan. Mr. Howell stated that with respect to
providing feedback on the plan, “it’s difficult to nail jelly to the wall when we don’t know what
the jelly is.”
Mayor Wilkinson read a letter submitted to the Council on September 8th by a resident of
Hawthorn.
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Edmond City Councilman Josh Moore appeared before the Council and commended the
Council for supporting the Tree Canopy Assessment but stated his purpose for attending the
meeting is to encourage the City Council to continue its program of sidewalks, trails, and bike
paths in The Village. Mr. Moore told the Council that, in his experience, home buyers are looking
for areas with trails, bike paths and sidewalks and that these amenities improve the quality of
life and enhance property values in a community.
Chris Doyle, 2148 Fremont Drive, appeared before the Council to continue his opposition
to changing Village Drive to one-way traffic. Mr. Doyle stated that the Council should “do trails
right’. Mr. Doyle stated that the Council should not impose an unnecessary burden and hardship
on residents who live in the area of Village Drive. Mr. Doyle stated that making a one-way street
would dramatically change the pathways that residents take to go to work and shop and that the
change would make seasonal outdoor activities more important than the daily, year around,
mobility of the residents. Mr. Doyle presented a petition with 50 signatures of area residents
who are opposed to one way traffic on Village Drive.
Vice-Mayor Adam Graham stated that, while canvassing this neighborhood, he found
many residents favored the idea of the one-way street. The vice-mayor asked if he could obtain
a copy of the signatures on the petition. Mr. Doyle provided a copy as requested.
Peggy Vogt, 10701 Lakeside Drive, appeared before the Council. Ms. Vogt thanked the
Council for the invocation and pledge of allegiance as well as the Proclamation for Constitution
and Citizenship Week. Ms. Vogt had numerous comments about Tax Increment Districts, Bond
Projects, Taxes, Britton Road, and other infrastructure issues such as sewage and drainage. Ms.
Vogt was advised by the Mayor that her three minutes of allotted time were up and that an
additional half minute had already been granted. Ms. Vogt continued with her prepared
statements. Mayor Wilkinson banged the gavel and asked Ms. Vogt to sit down. The Mayor
asked Ms. Vogt to submit additional questions and comments in writing and that the Council
and/or staff would respond.
The Council discussed the proposed revisions to the TIF Project Plan including alternate
designs for The Village Trail, the addition of decorative street lighting, changing the fountain plaza
to provide a conventional fountain or some other public art.
The consensus of the Council was that the original design of The Village Trail was the best
option.
The Council also discussed the proposed dog park and possible methods for ensuring that
dogs using the park are properly vaccinated.
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Mayor Wilkinson suggested that Village Drive be made one-way on a trial basis to see
how it works. The Council also discussed other options for Village Drive including widening the
street and/or installing sidewalks on the east side of the street or next to the channel.
The Council briefly discussed the process going forward including financing, the
preparation of construction and bidding documents and the phasing of construction.
ITEM VIII:

CONSIDERATION OF CITY COUNCIL DISCUSSION OF POSSIBLE BOND PROJECTS.

City Manager Bruce Stone presented a list of possible bond projects for consideration by
the Council. The list included $2,162,130 for street rehabilitation and resurfacing, $1,260,000 for
sanitary sewer improvements, $2,342,500 for drainage improvements, $2,855,100 for sidewalks and
$1,000,000 for street lighting and beautification. The Council discussed the need to add additional funds
for sidewalks and possibly for additional signalization improvements.
After a discussion, the Mayor asked the city manager to contact the City’s financial advisor to see
if he could attend the next meeting to discuss various issues pertaining to a possible general obligation
bond authorization.

ITEM IX:

REPORTS, CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.

a)

Review of Expenditures. The Council reviewed the Expenditure Report. Mr. Stone
explained several items on the expenditure list and answered questions from the
Council.

b)

Manager’s Report.
City Manager Bruce Stone reported that annual dry weather screening as required
by the City’s stormwater discharge permit has been completed and that a report
would be submitted in the near future.
Mr. Stone briefed the Council on the proposed Police Department Bike Patrol
program and told the Council that the equipment for 4 officers would cost
approximately $8,000 and the cost of proposed incentive pay would be an
additional $5,000 per year.
Assistant City Attorney Jeff Sabin reviewed the annual TIF reports to be published
in the paper as required by law.
The city manager reviewed the monthly sales and use tax reports. Mr. Stone
reported that combined sales and use taxes were up this month by $28,982 or
4.28% over the same period last year.
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Mr. Stone reviewed proposed change orders for LED Tennis Court and Basketball
Court lighting in Duffner, Bumpass and Harrison Parks. Mr. Stone advised that the
cost of electrical improvements includes the addition of a light in the Duffner Park
Pavilion and the infrastructure needed to extend electrical service to additional
facilities that are planned for future phases of park improvements. Mr. Stone also
noted that LAUD Studio recommends using the remaining bond funds to do
additional plantings in Duffner Park. Mr. Stone told the council that the lighting
and electrical improvements would cost about $75,000 and that an additional
$60,000 would be spent on the additional landscaping proposed by LAUD Studio
unless the Council decides otherwise.
The city manager showed the Council pictures of the Yards of Excellence that were
recognized with signs, and which were nominated by neighbors for recognition.
c)

Monthly Reports. The Council reviewed the monthly department reports.

d)

Reports from the Council.
Council Member Symes stated that Coulter Carwash is looking good and must be
close to completion. Council Member Symes asked if final inspection had been
done. Mr. Stone advised that final inspection has not been made as of this time
but should be completed soon.
Council Member Symes noted that the dead tree in Wayne Schooley Park is gone
and that the park looks nice.
Council Member Symes stated that the house on Sunnymeade and Hefner looks
like it has been cleaned up.
The Council briefly discussed adding a park south of Britton Road and the
possibility of buying unused land at Andrew Johnson Pre-K Center. Council
Member Griffis stated that the school is close to Harrison Park and that any new
park on the school land would need to be significantly different than Harrison Park.
The Council briefly discussed the Fall Festival scheduled for October 23rd.
Vice-Mayor Graham mentioned the traffic situation at Braum’s/Walmart. Mr.
Stone advised that the Code Department has reached out to Braum’s but cannot
get a response. Mr. Stone advised that the City would add ingress/egress
directional signs to improve traffic flow and make this location safer.
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Vice-Mayor Graham suggested that The Village become a member of OKC
Beautiful.
Council Member Cummings told the Council that she has received complaints of
speeding on Waverly north of Britton Road. The city manager advised that
additional patrol would be requested to address the speeding problem.
Council Member Cummings reported that a car in the 2100 Block of Westchester
had been broken into recently.
Council Member Cummings told the Council that soccer goals have been requested
for Wayne Schooley Park. The Council agreed that movable goals would be
inexpensive to install and would be a great addition to the park.
Mayor Wilkinson reported that he had met with Estella Hernandez, Senator
Lankford’s Field Representative and brought up several issues including delays in
disaster assistance reimbursements from FEMA and Zip Codes.
Mayor Wilkinson asked Code Enforcement to be more mindful of polycart
placement violations.
Mayor Wilkinson asked about obtaining “Keys to the City”.
ITEM X:

NEW BUSINESS.

There was no new business to come before the Council.
ITEM XI:

ADJOURNMENT

There was no further business to come before the Council and the Mayor adjourned the
meeting 10:05 p.m.
______________________
Mayor Wilkinson

______________________
Vice-Mayor Graham

______________________
Council Member Cummings

______________________
Council Member Symes

____________________
City Clerk

______________________
Council Member Griffis
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